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Dear Legionnaires F& & 7 -

To encourage members to take an active role and increase participation, the Kimlau Post has been
reimbursing members’ transportation expenses for attending post meetings and functions for many years.
The transportation reimbursement was intentionally set at the same rate as the membership dues. Over
the years, we also encouraged members to substitute the transportation reimbursement for their
membership dues for efficiency and to eliminate the extra steps of back and forth mailing.

During the last membership meeting in June, it was approved to increase this year's transportation
reimbursement from five (5) continuous membership years to thirty (30) continuous membership years
for eligible members. This is due to the fact that the Kimlau Post’s current year’s financial outlook is not
as strong as previous years. We all realize this change will affect many long time members who have yet
to achieve the thirty continuous membership years and possibly place unwanted hardship on some
members. Changing the eligibility from five continuous membership years to thirty continuous
membership years for receiving transportation reimbursement is by no means the policy of the future. As
in previous years, we will revisit this change during next year's membership meeting to determine
whether any adjustment is necessary.

We have received numerous inquiries from some long time members concerning the change. Most of
them are frustrated and confused as to why they have to pay membership dues now, when the post had
paid their dues in past years. Our members have long been enjoying this special benefit that no one else
other than members from Kimlau Post receive. We would like to remind our members; every member is
obligated and responsible for their dues. As a matter of fact, the current membership dues for every
member are set by the American Legion National Headquarters and the New York Department
Headquarters at thirty-eight dollars. The Post has been absorbing membership due increases for years
and continues to hold membership dues at twenty-five dollars. This means every member is receiving a
substantial subsidy of thirteen dollars.

Delegates of the 98" National Convention unanimously elected Charles E. Schmidt of Burns, Oregon as
National Commander to lead the nation’s largest veteran organization for a one-year term. Commander
Schmidt said during the National Convention “Our time and responsibility is here for us, you and I...to
ensure that the vision is passed on to the next generation of veterans to ensure those who have born the
battles, and their families, will be cared for by a grateful nation, you and | must leave our footprints on
today’s American Legion”. Commander Schmidt called member participation an important part of the
Legion’s membership program, he challenged Legionnaires to sign up one new member and renew one
of the current members. He also asked members to accentuate the positive in the coming months.

For the third year, Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert McDonald addressed the convention delegates on
the subject of veterans’ care. He said the problems that plagued the VA Hospitals across the country and
affected millions of veterans waiting for care have improved. Even though there is still a lot more work to
be done, he promised with the initiatives that were put in place in the past year, the VA Hospital is
working harder and smarter to improve on providing care to veterans. He said, “We’re not perfect, but
we're better’. He disagreed when people said the VA system is broken, he recognized the VA has
challenges, but the VA can be transformed. He stressed that transformation is well under way. He cited
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some statistics of improvement such as reduction of veterans’ homelessness and patient wait time for
medical care. He urged Legionnaires to appeal to their congressional representatives not to support
privatizing VA healthcare.

Both the democratic and republican presidential candidates addressed the convention delegates.
Democratic candidate Hilary Clinton spoke of issues related to national security, diversity and
unification on Wednesday. She also stressed that she would not allow the VA to be privatized, she would
reform and strengthen the Department of Veterans Affairs and improve healthcare for veterans and their
families. Republican candidate Donald Trump addressed the convention delegates on Thursday. He
reiterated his campaign theme of “We will stop apologizing for America, and we will celebrate America”.
He said supporting those who defend the flag is a priority. He promised to give our military the tools they
need to deter violence and aggression from foreign adversaries. He also supported a total reform and
cleaning up the Department of Veterans Affairs to better serve the veterans.

In July, the Post leaders also attended the 98" Department Convention in Binghamton, New York. John
B. Sampson, City of Salamanca, Hughes-Skiba Post 535, Cattaraugus County, and 8th District was
elected Department Commander of the Legion for 2016-2017. Also, congratulations are in order for our
Adjutant Gabe Mui as he was elected 1* District Commander. For the first time in 1% District history, the
leadership team of commander, vice commander and adjutant are all Chinese-American.
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1. Post Activities &%
The following motions were approved during the June 26, 2016 General Meeting:
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a. Approved the Lt. Kimlau Post 1291 2016-2017 budget plan.
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b. Approved Commander Kenneth Wong, Vice Commander Antonio Chuy and Adjutant
Gabe B. Mui as delegates to attend the 2016 Department Convention (Binghamton, NY)
and Commander Kenneth Wong, Adjutant Gabe B. Mui and Past Commander Mark Eng
to attend the 2016 National Convention (Cincinnati, OH).
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c. Approve new members of the “Post Scholarship Committee” (Gabe B. Mui, Don Yee and
Antonio Chuy) for the LY 2016-2019 term.
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d. Approved new members of the “Post Compliance Committee” (Don Yee, Arvin Chin and
Yeuk Moy) for the LY 2016-2019 term.
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e. Approved a one time $25.00 2016 transportation reimbursement for meetings and
functions to all members with over 30 years of good standing membership status with the
Lt. Kimlau Post (as determined by Post records as of June 2016). Deadline to claim the
special reimbursement is December 31, 2016. See attached notice for special conditions
with this motion.
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f. Approved to have Theodore Leong and Hon. Judge Randall Eng to co-chair the “2016 9-
11 Remembrance Ceremony Committee”.
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g. Approve the endorsement of Gabe B. Mui to serve as 1% District Commander for 2016-
2017
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h. Approved the five member committee to work with the three members in charge of the
San Francisco trip to work out a suitable recommendation for reimbursement.
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i. Approved of following five members (David Yee, Yeuk C. Moy, Frank Gee, Arvin Chin
and Albert Eng) to serve on the committee to ensure the San Francisco trip complied with
the Post by-laws.
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J.  Approved future post dinner limited to only legion members.
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k. Approved Robert E. Lee and David Louie to explore the availability and cost of hiring an
outside auditor to audit the post finance.
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2. News/Announcement/Gossip

The 2016-2017 Membership cards have arrived and ready for pick up. Members can remit
the $25.00 membership dues by mail or in person. Members eligible (thirty or more
continuous membership years) for the Post 2017 Transportation Reimbursement can
substitute this payment for annual dues and should consult the attached notice for additional
information (See Para 1g above)
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3. Taps {lidig &
We are sad to report the following legionnaires have passed on to the Commander of us all post
everlasting.

May Our Comrades Rest In Peace!

Yoke Hom u:% & BE (Jun 16) John Wong & [ J5 (Jun 16)
Lee Kong %= 4 E (Jun 16) James Lee Z 2% & (July 16)

4. New/Transfer Members St A& &8
There were total of ten new members approved by the last two General meetings
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William P. Chan [# g #& (Gulf — Navy) Andrew Mai Zf 3 <7 (Gulf — Navyy)
Dao Zheng Li Z= 75 [ (Gulf — Navy) Feng Zhang 5k $%& (Gulf — Navy)
John Tao Lin #f )& ;& (Gulf — Marine) Kelvin F. Ma & & 2& (Gulf — Navy)
Zhijian Chen [ %5 B2 (Gulf — Navy) Zhihui Liu %IJ & (Gulf — Navy)
Jonathan M. Kungenberg (Gulf — Navy) Xiaobing = B 7K (Gulf — Navy)

Yan Meng Yu fi 2 2 (Gulf — Marine) Bangze Chen [ % (Gulf — Navy)
JanetYin Lee Z ¥ it (Gulf — Navy) Bo Huan Chen [ 1 # (Gulf — Navy)



Please join us to welcome the above new members. Hope to see all of you in future functions.
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We hope the above information will be of interest to you and we hope to hear from you soon.
Let us know what we can do for you. Until we meet again, stay well!
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THE STAFF
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Kenneth Wong &2/
Kai S. Chung Z=84F Antonio Chuy 4E89R Don Yee &%
Gabe B. Mui f§/A17 Wing Y. Tam 3 7k Ji
David Lam fkZ=7E Mark Eng {18

National Convention at Cincinnati, OH
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Former Chairman Peter Woo speaks
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Attachment [fi&

2016 Transportation Reimbursement Procedure 48E] —FE— NAEH EEEEL

Please note new requirement for transportation reimbursement

S R A P S S e

1. Post approved for a one time 2016 transportation reimbursement of $25.00 for
members who have 30 or more years of good standing membership with our
Post as of June 1, 2016.
Ag@mAFEEgEHNFEgRERE  NgREAgBBE=TFE (—JI/USFE
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2. This one time reimbursement must be claimed by the member, following conditions
listed under paragraph 3 below. Any reimbursement not claimed after
December 31, 2016 shall be automatically forfeited.
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3.  There are three ways for members to claim the 2016 Transportation Reimbursement :

a. Members can personally visit the Post (Office hours 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm daily)
b. Members can personally call the Post (212-925-5528 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

daily)
C. Members can submit in writing request for the reimbursement (Address: 191
Canal St., NYC, NY 10013)
d. Members can email to Post (email: post1291@yahoo.com)
HEEHAGEN T
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b.  FETDEEATYEE > EEEIE A 212-925-5528 ¥ AR AEH T
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C.  EEuDIBRAEYFE > ikl 191 Canal St., NYC, NY 10013 -

d. =En/DIEEAS - EEHNE post1291@yahoo.com

4.  Member wishes to substitute the 2016 transportation reimbursement for the LY 2016-
2017 membership dues should following paragraph 3 above and indicate such.
This is the recommended method to all members as it will reduce administrated
time, increase efficiency and cut down on postage cost for our Post.
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